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Elizabeth is our Little
Trooper of the Month

It's time to say goodbye to 2020!
2020 has been a strange
year hasn't it. Schools
closed across the country
for the first time in
modern British history,
we've all had to adapt to
life in lock down and many
in the community have
also had to navigate
military deployments and
separations due to COVID
or operations.
Before we say goodbye to
the year, I thought it
would be good to look
back and reflect on what
we as a charity have
managed to deliver over
the last twelve months:
We have found and
celebrated ten Little
Troopers of the Month,
created the first
newspaper for military
children - The Little
Trooper Gazette, brought
a friendship writing
scheme to life with the
https://mailchi.mp/littletroopers/christmasnews2020

We also worked with our
resident author Donna
David to bring a new
series of three story books
for military children.
Following the success of
Family Time series one I
was delighted to speak to
six more families, albeit
virtually, for series two
which focused on the
challenges around
lockdown.
Three months were
particularly busy;
Fundraise February, The
Month of the Military Child
(April) and our Christmas
Smiles project in
December. Phew! It
makes me so proud to
look back and know
throughout the pandemic
we have done our best to
adapt and provide as
much support as possible,
I so hope we managed in
some tiny way to support

Elizabeth is seven years old
and her Dad serves in the
Royal Marines. Last
Christmas she was
diagnosed with
Leukaemia. When Elizabeth
was just about to enter the
most intensive part of her
two year chemotherapy
treatment plan, the Covid19
pandemic struck.
Elizabeth wanted to do
something to make it more
fun for the other oncology
children on the ward so she
and her family decided to
make some boxes known as
“Elizabeth’s boxes”. These
boxes were full of activities,
toys, books, games and
treats. Elizabeth also made
sensory boxes for children
with sensory processing
difficulties, as she wanted to
make hospital fun for
everyone!
Read more about Elizabeth's
story here.
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creation of Little Troopers

you.

Letters and revamped the
ever popular birthday card

As you know our usual

scheme.
Despite the school

Christmas Smiles
programme had to be

closures and lockdown

changed somewhat, while

challenges we still

we couldn't reach

managed to expand our
schools project to create

everyone, we hope that
you will join us for our

free resources for

extra special panto on the

secondary schools (this

20th December (more

continues into 2021)

below) I can't wait, follow
my Instagram for updates
that day.
I hope you have a
lovely Christmas and
happy and healthy New
Year, Louise xxx

Fundraise February
Before we part for the festive
period we wanted to give
you advanced notice
of Fundraise February.
Throughout the month of
February lots of you come
together to raise money for
our charity. We chose the
month of February as
we aim to protect the love
and bond between Parents
and their children even
though they spend months
apart due to deployment.
The money we raise helps to
support all of our charity’s
initiatives. If you want some
inspiration for planning your
event visit our Fundraising
pages.

Little Troopers 2021
calendar has some
special support

Christmas Smiles - helping to deliver cheer
Christmas Smiles has always been about us helping to
spread some smiles to military children who have a parent
deployed overseas across the festive period. Our aim is to
help them feel special and give them something happy to
talk about to their serving parent when they get a chance
to catch up. This year has had to be slightly different for
obvious reasons. Covid has affected lots of theatres and
Pantomimes but we have had lots of lovely offers from
https://mailchi.mp/littletroopers/christmasnews2020

What do Jordan North, Kriss
Akabusi and Joanna Lumley
have in common? No they
haven't all been on 'I'm a
Celebrity', they are all
supporting our charity with
some beautiful messages for
Little Troopers in our 2021
calendar. We have a few
copies left to buy and they
are just £8.50 (plus P&P). To
buy yours click here. p.s It's
our last EVER calendar.
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some lovely companies so we can still deliver joy to some
of our military children through Christmas Smiles 2020.”
This month we have been able to:
Host a Christmas Smiles social media
giveaway every Tuesday (continues through
December)
Deliver over 1,000 Bears from Build-A-Bear to
children with a parent serving away
Give you the chance to sign up for a free digital
holiday camp (see below)
And finally we will have an exclusive virtual performance of
Cinderella the pantomime for 1,000 military families to
watch from live home on Sunday 20th December. The
panto will be performed by the fabulous team at Playhouse
Parties. and you can register for access HERE

First edition of the Little
Troopers Gazette is
here!
The first Little Troopers
Gazette has been printed. It
really makes us smile and
we hope your children love
reading the content which
has all been written by lots
of other little troopers just
like them. We still have
copies left and they are
completely free. You just
need to tell us how many
copies you want and your
address click here

Christmas Smiles - some final fun in 2020!
Our last Christmas Smiles gift to you is the chance to take
part in an amazing live digital holiday camp run by Vesta.
You can sign up for your gifted access to the
digital holiday camp led by the UK's leading children's
entertainment providers and all hosted via Zoom. You can
see the class schedule here and they are perfect

Lots of free Crafty
Little Troopers
Christmas activity
sheets for you to
download HERE

for children aged 4-8 years old, but they welcome all
families.
Upon sign up, you will be
able to access the full
entertainment brochure,
which includes all
instructions and
preparative materials.
https://mailchi.mp/littletroopers/christmasnews2020
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Classes include art, crafts,
yoga, cooking, meditation,
singing and storytelling.
The camp will end with a
family New Year's Eve
party and as an amazing
extra bonus all families
who sign up to the holiday
camp, will also be granted
free access to the Vesta
platform for the whole
year (worth over £200 per
family!)
Complementary sign up can be accessed here. If you
want to find out more visit their website here.

Treasures FREE
story recording
app - find out
more

Little Troopers at
School - Primary
area

Little Troopers at
School Secondary area

If you are a teacher or education setting and missed our recent School specific
newsletter you can catch up HERE
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